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Curriculum intent

Here at Summerfields Primary Academy the children are at the centre of everything we do. Our fundamental aim is that during their time with us every child will:

Enjoy, Learn, grow, Be Happy, Achieve

Through our curriculum we aim to ‘Open up the world’ to our pupils.
Staff have worked collaboratively to ensure we have a shared vision for what we believe is important in the wider curriculum for the community of our school.  These key principles then underpin our planning and explorations.

At Summerfields our curriculum is driven by these key principles (what?):

· Globalisation

· Community

· Possibilities – real life and outdoor experiences

· Respect and tolerance – other cultures/RE

· The Arts and creativity – Cultural capital

· Growth

· Responsibility

· Resilience

· Active physical education

· Democracy

Our curriculum will:

Be inspiring, sharing the best that has been thought and said, have breadth, link to real life, develop community and children’s social, moral and cultural attitudes, be fluid and child led, be current, involve a variety of resources both human and material, celebrate learning, encourage enquiry and be varied, have purpose, develop knowledge linked to the aims of the National curriculum, be local and global and enable children to learn skills for their futures as educated citizens.  Thus engendering an appreciation of creativity and achievement.

Curriculum implementation and concepts (why?)

Our curriculum will be delivered by class teachers and support staff using their key skills and abilities. This means that the children in school may be taught by different adults for different subjects. It is our aim that the school will deliver exciting and engaging sessions where children will become immersed in the subject being taught. They will become a scientist, an author, a mathematician, a historian, a geographer, an artist, a sports person, a musician, a performer etc.

Our highly ambitious curriculum incorporates both the fundamental British values and the 9 protected characteristics to ensure equality and diversity whilst celebrating the commonality of culture, religion and society.

Our spaced learning will build on prior knowledge or the acquisition of new knowledge and skills with a clear connecting path between the two. We aim to incorporate recent trends in the locality and pupil’s prior knowledge to gain a bespoke starting point. Developing key concepts in different contexts on a child’s journey through school bridging the gap between EYFS and Key stage 1 and 2. The starting point for our curriculum is the acquisition of language skills in order to become a great orator and communicator, culminating in for example festive performances and the ability to share their learning with others.

Teachers will work in year group teams, FS2, KS1, lower KS2 and upper KS2, to plan explorations which draw on the government requirements whilst taking into account the curriculums from other providers which we feel meet the needs and ethos of our school. They will use a variety of teaching techniques, styles and environments to ensure that explorations come alive and spark enthusiasm for learning and a want to learn more. Going beyond the National Curriculum to offer a wide and rich set of experiences, enabling school to nurture, develop and stretch talents and interests.  Teachers aim to transfer concepts across other areas of learning and curriculum, building on and diving into key concepts, knowledge and skills. As a school we will provide enrichment and curriculum enhancement through visits and activities which bring the topics being covered to life for the pupils. Where possible we will think ‘outside the box’ to develop our pupils into rounded learners and thinkers, building on prior knowledge and developing an understanding of how this impacts upon their today and tomorrow.

English: The starting point to our English curriculum is developing, modelling and supporting children’s language development in order for them to be able to express themselves. This takes a variety of forms from sharing a text, creating a written piece and being able to verbalise their learning. 

Writing is taught through a range of exciting stimuli which includes books, film clips, artefacts, visitors and real life experiences. We strive to equip children to develop a rich vocabulary which can help them bring their writing to life. Basic skills and non-negotiables underpin writing in all areas of the curriculum. Teachers model the writing process and demonstrate the ambitious high standards expected of all children. Every child is encouraged to let their imagination and personality shine through in their writing. 

Reading is a fundamental part of learning at Summerfields. Children are exposed to high quality texts across the curriculum and reading skills are taught explicitly in all year groups through reciprocal reading. Alongside the skills of decoding and comprehension, we encourage children to think as a reader and discuss their preferences, likes and dislikes. Reading for pleasure is a cornerstone of our approach, with a well-stocked and well organised school library which children access both within the timetable and in their own time. Children are also given books to take home and read with a section in their planners to record home reading and rewards given for this. The high profile of reading in school is further enhanced by the collection of interesting vocabulary to use in their own work.

WHY? To learn and to communicate an understanding of the world: past. Present and future

Mathematics: In our maths curriculum calculation and the four operations is taught and practiced. The children can then apply these skills to problems which helps them to reason about number linked to life situations and investigations. These skills are transferable to everyday situations where maths is seen as an integral part of life.

Why? To understand the mathematical world essential to everyday life.
Science: Our science curriculum supports the children as thinkers and investigators. Where possible it is a practical based subject with links to the foundation subjects and wider topics. Children are given opportunities to ask why? And how? Whilst also being encouraged to formulate their own ideas to be investigated. There are cross curricular links to both English and maths and these are encouraged throughout the learning.

WHY? Through investigation develop a sense of excitement and curiosity about the worlds natural phenomena.
Computing: Our computing curriculum is designed to equip children with the skills and understanding to live in a technological world, this includes being able to use a variety of computer software and coding programmes. There is an emphasis on the importance of Online Safety for all year groups.

WHY? To become digitally literate and actively participate in a digital world.
PE: Through interschool competition and a sequenced curriculum, children will receive a mixture of games, competitive activities and cross-curricular linked dance, gymnastics and other physical activities such as orienteering, gardening and outdoor pursuits. School will provide opportunities for extracurricular clubs to enhance the experiences of the pupils.

WHY? To provide opportunities for pupils to become physical active.
History: Using a variety of resources and experiences our history curriculum hopes to bring history to life. Through cross-curricular links, visits and experiences that immerse children in to the periods of history they are learning about we will develop investigators who have a sound knowledge of our communities and the wider world through time.

WHY? To learn from the past in order to impact the future.
Geography: Our Geography curriculum demonstrates cross-curricular links and encompasses scientific enquiry, English and maths with the outdoors and wider geographical context. Pupils will experience practical and theory sessions involving a variety of resources and activities.

WHY? To develop an understanding of the impact of the world’s physical and human processes.
RE: Using the SACRE Barnsley RE Agreed Syllabus children are taught knowledge and understanding around a range of religious and worldwide views so that they can: describe, explain, analyse and investigate allowing them to appreciate beliefs and practices, recognising the diversity, meanings and values within, between communities (including their own), and amongst individuals.

WHY? To develop an appreciation and understanding of the beliefs and cultures of the world.
Art and design: As well as the study of artists through time and the techniques pupils will study how to be creative and use a variety of media to create a variety of art works. They will have practical experiences and use a variety of resources such as paint, clay and pastels.

WHY? To learn how art and design reflect and shape our world.
Music: Our Music curriculum will progressively develop skills in the areas of musical appreciation (listening and discussing), performance on instruments and with voice, composition and recording and evaluating musical performances. We encourage children to focus on the work of great musicians for inspiration and exploration, and to build up a repertoire of techniques and approaches that they can apply in their own compositions. Throughout Key stage two our children experience learning a woodwind, brass and string instrument. These sessions delivered by specialists, help develop a broad understanding of the subject.

WHY? To develop an understanding of how music is a global language of communication.
Languages: At Summerfields, we encourage children to learn French; we use a variety of sources. It is designed to progressively develop children’s skills in languages throughout Key Stage 2. Children progressively acquire, use and apply a growing bank of vocabulary organised around topics. All of these approaches help to equip our children with the skills to be confident global citizens.

WHY? To be able to communicate with others from around the world.
Global citizenship & British values: Education for global citizenship uses a variety of teaching and learning activities, including discussion and debate, role-play, investigation, appreciation and communities of enquiry. At Summerfields, we aim to use them in conjunction with a British perspective, to advance global understanding while fostering skills such as critical thinking, questioning, communication and cooperation. They also enable learners to explore, develop and express their own values and opinions, while listening respectfully to others’ viewpoints. This is an important step towards learners making informed choices about how they engage with global issues.

WHY? To prepare our pupils to go out in to the world as educated and empowered citizens.
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