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Rationale

The teaching of Religious Education in Summerfields forms a vital part of a broad and balanced curriculum.  The skills learned and applied in R.E. are important in promoting the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils at the school.  It should prepare our pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life.

The purpose of Religious Education is for pupils to learn from, and about religion, not to persuade pupils to accept or reject a particular religious tradition.

Aims

Religious Education should help pupils to:

· acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of the principal World Faiths represented in Great Britain;

· develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and cultures;

· develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgments about religious and moral issues;

· enhance their spiritual, moral, cultural and social development by:

· developing awareness of the fundamental questions of life raised by human experiences, and how religious teachings can relate to them.

· responding to such questions with reference to the teachings and practices of religion, and their own understanding and experience.

· reflecting on their own beliefs, values and experiences in the light of their study.

· develop a positive attitude towards other people, respecting their right to hold different beliefs from their own, and towards living in a society of diverse religions.

Planning And Teaching Religious Education

The content of Religious Education must ensure breadth and balance across each key stage.  Planning should show progression throughout the key stages.

The programmes of study in the Q.C.A scheme set out the learning objectives to be covered at each key stage and ensure coverage of both Attainment Targets:

	AT 1 - learning about Religions
	AT 2 - learning from Religions

The school scheme of work  shows how the Programmes of Study will be covered across each key stage.

Medium term planning details units of work to be covered each half term.

Activities for learning in Religious Education may be cross-curricular or discrete subjects.

Each teacher will choose the most appropriate method of teaching in order to deliver the requirements of the Key Stages.


Foundation Stage

Pupils will explore cultures and beliefs in the foundation stage through personal, social and emotional development and also through knowledge and understanding of the world.  They will be encouraged to express feelings about significant personal events and to describe such events for family and friends.  They will gain an awareness of the cultures and beliefs of others and begin to know and understand about their own cultures.

I.T

Children will be given opportunities to apply and develop their I.T skills in their study of Religious Education where appropriate.

This may include for e.g:

· using a word processor to structure information, and write descriptions and narratives.

· using a C.D. Rom or the Internet as secondary sources of information.

Assessment


Gathering evidence of children’s attainment is an integral part of teaching and learning.  From this evidence teachers are able to:-

· identify what has been taught and learnt.

· monitor children’s progress in acquiring the knowledge, understanding and skills in R.E.

· monitor children’s progress in cross-curricular elements.

· establish children’s needs as a basis for further planning and teaching.

Evidence of children’s attainment will be collected in a variety of ways.
These include:-

· observing children at work, individually and in groups.

· questioning, talking and listening to children.

· considering materials produced by children and discussing these with them.

Monitoring Pupil’s Achievement

The following statements of progression provide a framework against which learning outcomes in Religious Education will be monitored.

By the end of Key Stage 1 pupils will have had opportunities to:

· learn about Christianity and one other principal religion in depth.

· encounter some special events, places, people and objects connected with the religions studied.

· listen and talk about some stories from religious traditions and begin to identify similarities and differences.

· reflect on, and talk about, puzzling questions, which arise from their study of religions, own experiences and encounters with the natural world.

· think about themselves, their feelings and their relationship with others, and begin to develop positive attitudes to diversity and difference, giving consideration to the views of others.

· develop the power to recognise and talk about feelings.

By the end of Key Stage 2 pupils will have had opportunities to:

· learn about and develop their knowledge of Christianity and two other religions in depth.

· encounter key events, places, people and objects connected with the religions studied and discuss their purposes and functions.

· consider the meaning of symbols, stories and festivals for members of faith communities.

· explore questions of meaning and mystery, and use times of stillness to work out their own response to these.

· evaluate different points of view and show sensitivity to those whose beliefs differ from their own.

· relate the work in Religious Education to other areas of the curriculum, and their developing knowledge of the world around them.

Individual Learning Needs

Consideration of pupil’s needs when planning activities will include the following key factors:

· learning activities relating to the pupils own experience.

· visual, aural and tactile learning and self-expression through creative media – i.e. not always through a written response.

· the use of practical activities and first hand experiences e.g. visits to places of worship and opportunities to meet with members of faith communities.

· opportunities for personal response and reflection and the use of self-evaluation and assessment.

· extension activities to enable those with a well developed ability to show sensitivity and empathy, to explore further.

· effective use of a wide range of resources, to enable pupil’s access to intellectually or emotionally demanding ideas.

Children deemed to have special educational needs will be given appropriate help when required, in accordance with the School’s Special Educational Needs Policy.

Equal Opportunities 

All pupils should have full access to a broad and balanced provision of Religious Education.



Learning in Religious Education should enable pupils to:

· respect themselves and be sensitive to the needs of others;

· challenge inequalities and discrimination associated with race, religion, culture, gender, ability or socio-economic status.

Withdrawal From Religious Education

We aim for Religious Education to be meaningful and relevant for all pupils and staff, although the right to withdraw exists.

Role Of The Co-ordinator

The Co-ordinator will:-

· support the staff.

· review and update the Policy for R.E, programme of study and resources.

· monitor progression through curriculum audits and report to the Headteacher.

· organise and lead training sessions.

· attend INSET/R.E Co-ordinator meetings as appropriate.

· disseminate information from relevant sources.

INSET And Staff Training

In school staff training may be provided by the History Co-ordinator, specialist advisor or informed member of the staff as and when required.  Where necessary staff will attend courses provided and funded by the Local Authority.

Training will be determined by the Headteacher and staff following discussion of the staff’s needs.




This policy is written in accordance with the B.M.B.C Agreed Syllabus For Religious Education (produced by members of SACRE, advisory staff, headteachers and teachers).

Reviewed September 2002.
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