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It’s likely that your 7-year-old will encounter many concepts that are new to them during their first year of key stage 2 math’s lessons, and this can be a daunting time for some young children.

New ideas, coupled with the higher expectations of accuracy in their answers can be a shock to the system for some Year 2 students, so here are a few quick tricks that will help your child get over any mathematical shaped obstacles swiftly and smoothly. 

Maths tip 1: Cultivate accuracy as a habit in Year 3

An easy way to work on cultivating accuracy is by getting your child to measure anything and everything with a ruler or a tape measure. This is a good way for you to ensure that your child is giving accurate answers to questions, without the questions themselves being too difficult. 
For example, a quick measuring activity that helps promote accuracy in answers could be as simple as this:
Mum: “So Sophie, can you tell me how many centimetres long my mobile phone is?”
Sophie (using a ruler/tape measure): “I think it’s about 7cm long.”
Mum: “You’re right it is roughly 7cm long, but can you tell me exactly how long it is?”
Sophie: “It is 7.4cm long.”
Mum: “It is! Well done.” 

This may be a simple example, but it shows you just how easy it can be to implement real-life maths into your daily life in a useful way. 
There are lots of ways you can make it fun, whether that be by measuring each other’s height, recording how much a plant grows each day or even seeing how long the pet dog’s tail is. The possibilities are endless here!
Cultivate a habit of accuracy early on, and this will be reflected across your child’s learning for the remainder of their school life (and not just in maths). 

Maths tip 2: Practise times tables every day with your 7-year-old

The more you practise, the better. Sing it, shout it, whisper it, dance it. Whatever it takes!
It might not be the latest song to top the charts, but it’ll help them to remember 6 x 2!
Although it might not seem like the most entertaining maths in the world, a solid knowledge of your times tables removes barriers to more complex maths further down the line.
Times tables play a huge role in everyday life, with many of us taking them for granted. For example, if you are shopping and see that pineapples are £2.00 each and you know that you require 3 of them, you have no problem working out that this will come to a total of £6.00. 
At 7 years old your child might not be able to work that out just yet, and that is why it is so important them to cement their times tables knowledge as early as possible.
Times tables are everywhere!

Maths tip 3: Challenging your Year 3 child with maths at home

Up until this point, your 7-year-old will be used to using one operation (adding, subtracting, dividing and multiplying) at a time. 
Challenge them by mixing it up! 
Ask your child to mentally add up the things you buy on a shopping trip. Every now and then, put something back to keep the subtraction practice going. One of the most important things to do at this stage is to try and incorporate maths into everyday life in fun and engaging ways, and this is just one of the ways you can do so!

Wondering how else to help with Year 3 maths? There are lots of resources online and videos on YouTube on how to successfully use methods.
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