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At this age, it’s useful to introduce a couple of new concepts that, whilst it is important to ensure are not too difficult, can be a little confusing at first. 
At this point in primary school your child will be dealing with large numbers and more complex shapes. This might seem daunting, there’s plenty you can do to get over these hurdles at home.

Maths tip 1: Use written strategies to add and subtract large numbers

If you’re shopping online, enlist your 8-year-old to help you. Tell them exactly what’s on your wish list (and don’t be afraid to push the boat out). Once your child has a list of items and prices, work together using written addition to find the total.

This is your chance to really splash the (metaphorical) cash, so if you’ve had your eye on that £1,000 sofa or the £2,300 TV, now is the time to add it to your shopping list! Just make sure hands stay well away from that “buy now button” ….

Maths tip 2: Get your child familiar with 3D shape names 

Shapes might not seem like an important part of the curriculum, but they do form a big part of how your child will use maths in their everyday lives going forward. Also, for any budding engineers out there, knowing the difference between a rhombus and a rectangle is a must!
An easy way to learn about 3d shapes is to print off a few nets like the one below and build some shapes together. Putting these nets together will take time, but they come with the added bonus of building resilience and patience which really is a win-win!

This may look like a division symbol, but it will end up looking like a cylinder.

Maths tip 3: Challenging your Year 4 child with some fractions!

One way to really ramp up the difficulty level is by getting fractions involved. They may not be anyone’s favourite part of math’s, but you should not underestimate their importance both in and out of the classroom. 
Ordering fractions can be a challenge for even the strongest mathematicians at this age, so have a go at ordering tenths first before moving onto mixed fractions like quarters, halves and thirds.

You can make this more fun by creating a simple string washing line and pegging fraction cards to it. Adding a time limit to activities such as this can also help your child to engage with the task, so why not set them the challenge of ordering all of the tenth fractions in under a minute?

Wondering how else to help with Year 4 maths? There are lots of resources online and videos on YouTube on how to successfully use methods.
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