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Introduction:
This policy expresses the school’s purpose for the teaching and learning of Music. It sets out the aims; planning of the curriculum and assessment and monitoring. It was developed in Autumn 2024 by the subject leader Bronwen Dooling through discussion with teachers and the leadership team and is based on the National Curriculum programmes of study of the Charanga Model Music Curriculum Scheme.
Intent:
Music is a unique method of communication, one that inspires and motivates children to be the best they can be. It is a vehicle for personal expression and enjoyment, and plays a very important role in the personal and overall development of children from a very young age.
Music reflects a range of cultures, beliefs and societal ways of life. Some that have passed, some that we see today and others that are constantly changing and by exposing our children to music we are enabling them to develop a better understanding of the world that they live in. Standing them on a pedestal of understanding and mutual respect for everyone and everything.
Besides being a creative and enjoyable activity, music can also be a highly academic and demanding subject. Giving it a vital role in supporting children with developing their resilience. To allow our children to do this we provide them with a wide range of opportunities to create, play, perform, and enjoy music. Which not only works to develop a growth mindset but also their music ability and skills. Allowing them to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms whilst forming their own judgements about the quality of music. 
Throughout the music sequence we ensure that our children are working towards something which enables them to show off their musical abilities. This may include a recording, performance or concert. Sharing music with the school and wider community.
Our Music curriculum will progressively develop skills in the areas of musical appreciation (listening and discussing), performance on instruments and with voice, composition and recording and evaluating musical performances. We encourage children to focus on the work of great musicians for inspiration and exploration which we foster a love of throughout school, building on and developing children’s music-based techniques and approaches which they are able to use as they grow on their Summerfields journey.
Throughout Key stage two our children experience learning a woodwind, brass and string instruments. These sessions delivered by specialists; help develop a broad understanding of the subject.

Implementation
· Long Term/Medium Term Structure 
The medium-term structure of music at Summerfields Primary Academy follows Charanga’s Model Music Curriculum Scheme. Each half-termly structure features a focus question which is similar for the whole school, similar to our approach in our enquiry lessons. As part of this question a focus theme is evident such as pulse, pitch, tempo, rhythm, notation and patterns in which the skills associated with these musical themes are built up throughout the six-week unit. At the beginning of each unit there is a baseline assessment which is completed as a whole class. Results are recorded and used to inform teaching in order to address any potential misconceptions or gaps in learning. At the end of each unit is a final assessment, also to be completed as a whole class to assess the progress that has been made throughout the unit. During our twice weekly whole school assemblies, further opportunity for listening, responding and appraisal is present through the organisation of a half-termly listening strand focus. Each assembly begins with a piece of music by a composer selected from the Model Music Curriculum. Children are given the opportunity to listen and answer questions about this piece of music. This is then strengthened and extended further during class learning times, where each Key Stage plays their year group specific songs from this chosen strand. Moreover, there are additional opportunities for singing with a designated singing assembly for each Key Stage. These assemblies will often have a theme such as Harvest or Christmas, but are designed to provide children with the opportunity to practise singing and performing together.
· Lesson Structure including Flashback 4 
Each music lesson provides children with the opportunity to develop their skills in all areas of the music curriculum. At the beginning of the session children will be given four questions which they need to answer based on their previous music abilities and knowledge. These develop in depth as children move through school
· Musicianship 
Every music lesson begins with an introduction focused upon children’s musicianship skills and their understanding of key vocabulary including pulse, pitch, rhythm and tempo. The children will follow a ‘my turn, your turn’ approach and follow the instructions on screen to achieve this. This section of the lesson is used as a whole class formative assessment tool to understand which children can recognise and replicate the pulse, pitch and rhythm of the music presented to them. 
· Listening and Appraisal 
As part of each music lesson, the children listen to a focus song from a specific genre of music. Following this the children are given the opportunity to respond to and appraise the music through a series of short, structured questions designed to encourage and support children in their use of musical language and vocabulary. 
· Singing 
Children practice their singing skills in most music sessions usually through singing the song that they have responded to previously. The teaching of this takes place as an I do, we do, you do approach with the teacher modelling the song line by line for the children to repeat together. 
· Composing and Performing 
In many music lessons, children have the opportunity to either compose, improvise and play along to songs using their voice and instruments. As the children’s confidence with instrument playing grows throughout the year, children will use simple notation to compose their own music.
Assessment 
Children’s learning and progress in music will be assessed in a variety of ways. 

Video recordings will form a significant part of children’s assessment in music, and these will be saved into a class folder on the school’s shared system. Additionally, as part of Charanga’s Music scheme there will be a whole class initial baseline assessment quiz at the beginning of each unit, and then a summative end of unit assessment to assess the progress throughout, in which class scores will be recorded into class folders to monitor progress over each unit. 

Moreover, written evidence of music will be gathered where possible – for example – written compositions or notation work, and these will be collected in class folders. Performances within school and the community will also be used as forms of assessment and feedback. 

Assessment for Learning: (Feedback and Marking) 

We are continually assessing our pupils and recording their progress. Information is gathered in various ways: questioning, lesson structure (I do, we do, you do), talking to children, observing their work, live marking, and use of post-it notes and whiteboards. The current lesson structure promotes agile teaching, so that understanding is monitored throughout each lesson. Teachers use this assessment to adapt current provision, plan further work and set new targets to meet the needs of the pupils. 

Assessment of Learning: (Testing and formal assessment) 

The attainment and progress of children is assessed and recorded three times during the academic year. This information is gathered from teacher assessment of a portfolio of independent pieces of writing, which can be found in the children’s writing books/portfolios. This data is used to set pupil targets and identify priorities for intervention. This is conducted in line with the school’s agreed assessment procedures. 

Feedback: Children are provided with constructive and timely dialogic feedback in line with our assessment policy. Verbal feedback is given during lessons in addition to regular self and peer-assessment opportunities. Teachers provide parents with feedback on their child’s progress and achievement at parent’s evenings and the end of year report.

Impact:

Through our music curriculum we hope to foster a love and increasing enthusiasm for the subject amongst our children. Giving them a good attitude and work ethic to understand how music is used around the word and the reasons for this. Throughout a child’s learning journey at Summerfields their knowledge is built on year after year using a range of activities and resources keeping learning new and fresh and we make sure we share this with the school community allowing our children to flourish in praise and achievement.

Vulnerable Groups 
Summerfields Primary Academy provides an outstanding education and serves a local community with high levels of socio-economic deprivation.  Staff and governors are committed to ensuring the pastoral, social and academic needs of every student are met, irrespective of background, need or disability in line with the SEND code of practise and 2010 equality act.  Pupil premium and the wider school budget is therefore directed to ensuring an equality of opportunity for all learners through breaking down barriers to learning. 

Equal opportunities  
We aim to provide the highest possible education for all our pupils. The ethos of our academy clearly reflects our commitment to fully including and respecting and supporting all members of our academy communities. We have set the following objectives: 
1.	To ensure that the curriculum effectively supports the needs of all children, with particular reference to SEND and vulnerable groups. 
2.	To remove barriers to learning and close attainment and progress gaps between different groups of pupils 
3.	Continue to improve accessibility across school for all pupils, staff. parents and visitors  
4.	To provide a balance of positive gender role models for all pupils 
5.	To promote understanding of issues associated with mental health and well-being and provide support / interventions as appropriate 
 

 

Opening up the world 
 Enjoyment ● Growth ● Resilience ● Respect 
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