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“Art is not just a subject to learn, but an activity that you can practise with your hands, your eyes, your whole personality.” Quentin Blake, Children’s Laureate
Intent 
At Summerfields, we are strong believers in the impact of Art and Design as part of a broad and balanced curriculum. It provides children with opportunities to develop and extend skills to express their individual interests and ideas, whilst also contributing to the development of the child emotionally, aesthetically, spiritually, intellectually and socially. High quality art education equips children with the skills to explore, experiment, create and invent their own work of art whilst engaging, inspiring and challenging pupils. As artists, children should be able to critically evaluate their work and the work of others, taking influence from well-known artists and adapting their work accordingly. Vocabulary is embedded throughout the Art and Design curriculum from EYFS upwards. As their skill set progresses, they should understand how art has changed their landscape, culture and history.
We believe that a broad and balanced art education is the entitlement of all children, regardless of ethnic origin, gender, class, aptitude or disability. 

Aims:
· To enable children to record from first-hand experience and from imagination, and to select their own ideas to use in their work; 
· To help each child achieve their creative potential in both two and three dimensional work, working on a variety of scales. 
· To develop the children’s knowledge of materials by allowing them to experiment freely and to encourage them to use materials sensibly and safely. 
· To ensure the children learn a range of pertinent skills so that they develop an expertise in using both materials and equipment and so enable the realisation of their ideas. 
· To explore with children ideas and meanings in the work of artists, craft people and designers and help them learn about their different roles and about the functions of art, craft and design in their own lives and in different times and cultures; 
· To foster an enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts and a knowledge of artists, craftspeople and designers. 
· To encourage pupils to appreciate the beauty, order and precision that is found, naturally and man-made, in our world.

Learning Outcomes: 
· To develop a knowledge and understanding of artistic and creative skills.  
· To develop a knowledge and understanding of the contributions of notable artists to local, British and world history.
·  To encourage pupils to make links and comparisons between different periods of history based on the style of art at that time. 
· To develop knowledge of the art contained within the programmes of study of the OXFAM Global Curriculum. 
· To develop skills for learning and methods of enquiry.
· To enable children to think as artists, using a wide range of materials, sources and artefacts to encourage questioning and lines of enquiry. 
· To help children understand that art work can be interpreted in different ways and encourage them to ask searching questions in order to analyse and evaluate the work.
· To use a range of presentation methods, including the use of ICT, to share their ideas and research with others. 
· To teach children to note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of artistic terms.
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To develop a sense of cultural, social, moral and personal belonging:
· by encouraging comparison with their own modern experiences, children understand their place in the wider world, starting with their own chronology.
· to develop a sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them through a variety of art genres.
· to recognise and value commonalities across cultural, historical and socio-economic groups and across local, national and global communities.

Implementation
The Art curriculum is implemented through 5 Enquiries over a 2-year cycle, each led by a Guiding Question which is abstract in its nature. We do this by ensuring that core learning is embedded throughout our curriculum, providing pupils with opportunities to practice and refine the skills they have been taught across a range of contexts. The skills, knowledge and conceptual understanding taught in each Enquiry, build over time and are supportive of each other. The progression of Art is coherently planned and taught in sequence across the school from EYFS to Year 6 to ensure that children build upon knowledge and skills allowing them to apply these in future learning and life. To assist with this, staff and children use enquiry-specific Knowledge Organisers to outline the content expectations and vocabulary progression. Vocabulary is a key element of the planning and teaching of Art and is displayed within classrooms to allow pupils to refer to and apply across the enquiry. Each Enquiry concludes in an End Product which could be anything from a clay sculpture to a drawing, which answers the Guided Question using all the knowledge and skills learnt within that Enquiry.
	Cycle A

	Guiding Question
	Enquiry 1
	Enquiry 2
	Enquiry 3
	Enquiry 4
	Enquiry 5

	
	Who do you think you are?
Identity and diversity

	How do our actions shape our futures?
Social justice and equity
Human Rights
	What makes the World go round?
Globalisation and interdependence
	What makes us powerful?
Power and governance
	How does change help us to learn, grow and succeed?
Sustainable development

	Cycle B

	Guiding Question
	Enquiry 1
	Enquiry 2
	Enquiry 3
	Enquiry 4
	Enquiry 5

	
	What makes a community great?
Global identity and diversity
	Can a person change the world?
Peace and conflict
	What on Earth is going on?
Globalisation and interdependence
	What shapes a New World?
Power and governance
	How does change help us to learn, grow and succeed?
Sustainable development



Curriculum coverage and progression 
By using a two- year cycle, Summerfields ensures that all children within school are taught the correct content and objectives that meets the standard of the National Curriculum by the end of Year 6. At Summerfields, we use the National Curriculum Art objectives to help build the lesson structure within our planning and ensure these are the driver for each lesson and task that is completed. Within school, Art is carefully planned using progression documents that specify how children with a greater depth of learning can apply their learning. By following the same cycle across school, children are able to develop and deepen their learning each cycle, using previous learning as a foundation to progress from.
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Every Art and Design lesson begins with a flashback four containing recall questions following the structure used across the curriculum (yesterday, last week, 2-3 weeks ago, last term/last year). During each lesson, teachers follow the ‘I do, We do, You do’ lesson structure, which is used fluidly throughout the lesson. During the ‘I do’ section of the lesson, teachers model skilfully at key moments and this ensures pupils fully understand what is expected of them. Often, teachers make purposeful mistakes to model the thought process, deepen understanding and create a growth mindset culture within the classroom. The ‘We do’ section enables children to showcase their understanding as teachers use a variety of assessment for learning strategies. This section of the lesson is vital as it allows teachers to become agile and pitch the rest of the lesson appropriately to meet the needs of all pupils. Next, the ‘You do’ section allows pupils to practice each skill independently, using the appropriate scaffolds if necessary.
Intent and Rationale ii
At Summerfields Primary Academy, we believe that a broad, balanced, and ambitious curriculum must place equal value on foundation subjects. The primary purpose of our non-core assessment framework is to measure the acquisition of knowledge, key disciplinary skills, and conceptual understanding without inflating teacher workloads or inducing test anxiety for pupils.
Assessment in foundation subjects is designed to be meaningful, sustainable, and directly impactful on subsequent lesson planning.

Formative Assessment (Assessment for Learning)
Formative assessment serves as the heartbeat of our non-core curriculum. Teachers use low-stakes, ongoing strategies to check for understanding and address student misconceptions immediately:

Retrieval Practice: Every foundation lesson begins with a brief visual or verbal quiz to activate prior knowledge from past weeks or prior year groups.
Live Verbal Feedback: Teachers prioritize immediate, on-the-spot verbal corrections and adjustments during practical activities (such as art, PE, or music).
Responsive Scaffolding: Lesson delivery is dynamically adapted based on real-time classroom check-ins, eliminating the need for extensive written marking.

Summative Assessment (Assessment of Learning)
Summative evaluation takes place at the end of each instructional unit to verify that critical knowledge has been retained over time. Progress is assessed through "Composite Tasks" rather than traditional formal written exams:

Authentic Outcomes: Pupils demonstrate mastery via extended tasks, which may include geographical presentations, historical debates, physical performances, or design technology portfolios.
Self and staff assessment: Pupils have ownership of their own learning and RAG rate their progress towards achieving objectives, staff also complete the sheet and have discussions with pupils around this.
Cumulative Quizzes: Digital or paper-based knowledge checks are administered at the conclusion of a topic to measure long-term memory retention.
Evidence Portfolios: Floor books are utilized to capture photographic and written evidence of practical skill mastery.
Ask me about posters: All classes have prompts for visitors to help them revisit previous learning and explain key points of their explore cycles. Based around the principles of oracy to encourage children to articulate their understanding.

Tracking, Reporting, and Workload Management
We intentionally reject burdensome "tick-box" data tracking for foundation subjects.
Broad Attainment Bands: At the end of each unit, teachers use their professional judgment to record whether a child is Emerging, Meeting, or Exceeding the age-related expectations outlined in our subject progression maps.


Actionable Reporting:
This internal data is used exclusively by subject coordinators to evaluate curriculum sequencing and target future resource allocation.
Parental Reporting: 
Summary updates regarding a pupil's engagement, strengths, and progress across the wider foundation curriculum are shared annually with parents.
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Classroom Culture including presentation
The classroom culture during art lessons is engaging, positive and challenging as all children are encouraged to try their best. All children have high expectations of themselves with regards to presentation, effort and attainment, which is reflected on daily, due to the high expectations set by their teachers. 

Computing and Online safety 
This includes access to: 
· Computers, laptops and other digital devices
· Internet which may include search engines and educational websites 
· Email 
· Digital cameras, web cams and video cameras 
The school’s internet access will be designed to enhance and extend education. Access levels to the internet will be reviewed to reflect the curriculum requirements and the age and ability of pupils. Pupils will use age and ability appropriate tools to search the internet for content. Internet use is a key feature of educational access and all children will receive age and ability appropriate education to support and enable them to develop strategies to respond to concerns as part of an embedded whole school curriculum. The school will ensure that the use of 
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internet-derived materials by staff and pupils complies with copyright law and acknowledge the source of information. All members of staff are aware that they cannot rely on filtering alone to safeguard children and supervision, classroom management and education about safe and responsible use is essential. Supervision of pupils will be appropriate to their age and ability At Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 pupils’ access to the internet will be by adult demonstration with occasional directly supervised access to specific and approved online materials which supports the learning outcomes planned for the pupils’ age and ability. At Key Stage 2 pupils will be supervised. Pupils will use age-appropriate search engines and online tools and online activities will be teacher-directed where necessary. Children will be directed to online material and resources which support the learning outcomes planned for the pupils’ age and ability.

SEND
Summerfields, has a robust policy for special educational needs. The policy is implemented by all members of staff and its effectiveness is monitored and evaluated by the Governing Body on an annual basis. The vast majority of children's needs will be met through high quality, personalised teaching. Quality First Teaching recognises that all teachers are teachers of Special Educational Needs, as stated in the SEND Code of Practice (2015). This includes differentiated planning and delivery, inclusive and inspiring classrooms with visual aids, first day intervention and time limited catch up programmes, learning walls and a variety of learning resources and a personalised learning approaches and strategies. Some children do require additional provision through small group or individual interventions. This is outlined on the school focused plans which records any support in addition to quality first teaching. A very small number of children have difficulties that require highly personalised intervention and monitoring to support specific learning needs and/or disabilities.

Equal opportunities 
We aim to provide the highest possible education for all our pupils. The ethos of our academy clearly reflects our commitment to fully including and respecting and supporting all members of our academy communities. We have set the following objectives: 
· To ensure that the curriculum effectively supports the needs of all children, with particular reference to SEND and vulnerable groups. 
· To remove barriers to learning and close attainment and progress gaps between different groups of pupils 
· Continue to improve accessibility across school for all pupils, staff. parents and visitors
· To provide a balance of positive gender role models for all pupils 
· To promote understanding of issues associated with mental health and well-being and provide support / interventions as appropriate.

In addition to this, our commitment to upholding and exploring fundamental British Values as well as harnessing the differences we all have, is paramount to our academy’s offer.

Cyclical Benchmarking (Monitoring and Evaluation) 
This is the process in which we monitor and evaluate provision in school. It has the mechanisms to look at how well the DNA for Teaching Excellence and in particular The Blueprint is being implemented across the school, in all phases, in different subjects, in all classrooms. It is the fly on the wall immersion into provision within school. It is done with, not to, staff and has regular feedback built in. It is given with respect and received with an understanding that it is developmental not judgmental. A variety of different Benchmark actions such as pupil voice, lesson study, planning samples, marking for impact, scrutinise, data analysis etc are used to gain a wide breadth of knowledge around a certain area so that decisions can be made of how to improve and move forward.
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Resources 
The subject leader is responsible for coordinating the purchasing of new resources and organising existing resources. From planning meetings, Phase leaders and Subject Leaders prioritise what each phase needs at a particular time and purchases accordingly. The Subject leader is responsible for the auditing of the resources for their subject, however, general resources, and the storage, distribution and auditing of said resources, is the responsibility of the Business Manager.

Health and Safety 
The Governors and Headteacher of Summerfields Primary Academy accept their responsibilities under the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 and subordinate health and safety legislation and realises the importance of placing health and safety as an overriding priority within the school.

Review 
This policy will be reviewed every two years as a minimum. The next review date is 9/07/28
In between updates, the policy will be updated when necessary to reflect local and national changes. 
This is the responsibility of Miss V. Foster

Any personnel changes will be implemented immediately.   

V. Foster (Art and Design Lead) 09 .07.2026




















Opening up the world 
 Enjoyment ● Growth ● Resilience ● Respect 
image6.jpeg
P




image7.png
Curriculum
Content

Pupil

Lesson Drop
Interviews

Ins

Effective
] Curriculum

Assessment

Low-Stakes

Moderation 3
loderatiol oo Assessments

Book Audits





image1.png




image2.jpeg




image3.png




image4.png
Enjoy Growth Resilience Respect




image5.png
‘? PIONEER ACADEMIES
COMMUNITY TRUST




