
World Book Day – Skimming and Scanning Task

Books are brilliant!  They can whisk you off to new and exciting places.  They can show 
you things you have never seen before.  They can open your mind to new ideas.  World 
Book Day is all about enjoying and exploring books.  It is also about appreciating the 
amazing work of talented authors and illustrators.  More than one hundred countries 
across the world take part in World Book Day each year. 

On World Book Day, fourteen million book tokens, worth £1 each, are handed out to 
children across the country.  The token can be exchanged, at participating bookshops, 
for one of ten exciting books.  Each book has been selected carefully for World Book 
Day, but if none of the titles appeal to you, then simply use your token to get a £1 
discount off any book you like.  Then have fun losing yourself in a whole new adventure!  

How are you going to enjoy World Book Day this year?  Here are a few ideas for you to 
try:
• Dress up as your favourite character.
• Illustrate a front cover.
• Write the blurb for a back cover.
• Write a review of your favourite book.
• Pretend you are interviewing your favourite illustrator.
• Invite an author into school.
• Rewrite the ending of a story.
• Illustrate and describe a character.
• Illustrate and describe a setting.
• Sit in a circle and take turns in adding bits to a story.  Where will your adventure 

take you?

If you are dressing up, then you could also donate £1 to Book Aid International.  They 
send much needed books to libraries in Africa.  As well as leading you into unexplored, 
imaginative new worlds, books are an important resource; helping to educate people 
around the world.  You could be supporting a life changing opportunity for a child in 
need – who knows where it could take them! 

Skimming and Scanning Challenge
The word ‘your’ appears 6 times.  Underline them all in red.   
The word ‘you’ appears 13 times.  Underline them all in blue.
The word ‘to’ appears 11 times.  Underline them all in green.
The word ‘book’ appears 10 times.  Underline them all in yellow.
The word ‘a’ appears 13 times.  Underline them all in purple.

Circle the word ‘day’ in red.  How many are there?  ________
Circle the word ‘and’ in blue.  How many are there?  ________
Circle the word ‘are’ in green.  How many are there?  ________
Circle the word ‘books’ in yellow.  How many are there?  ________
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Circle the correct answer to complete each sentence.  Use skimming and scanning 
techniques to find the evidence in the text.

If you are dressing up for World Book Day, you could also…  

For World Book Day you could…

Books can whisk you off to…

You could pretend to interview…

As well as being fun, books can also…

On World Book Day, you will be handed a…

Tokens can exchanged at…
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wear trainers. wear paint face. donate £1. colour your hair.

play sport. write a review. ride a bike. bake cakes.

the shops. your home. School. new places.

an illustrator. a teacher. a child. a parent.

day off. book token. badge. sticker.

all bookshops. a furniture shop. participating 
bookshops. the butchers.

prop up a table. be fun. fill a shelf. educate people.



World Book Day – Skimming and Scanning Task

Books are brilliant!  They can whisk you off to new and exciting places.  They can show 
you things you have never seen before.  They can open your mind to new ideas.  World 
Book Day is all about enjoying and exploring books.  It is also about appreciating the 
amazing work of talented authors and illustrators.  More than one hundred countries 
across the world take part in World Book Day each year. 

On World Book Day, fourteen million book tokens, worth £1 each, are handed out to
children across the country.  The token can be exchanged, at participating bookshops, 
for one of ten exciting books.  Each book has been selected carefully for World Book
Day, but if none of the titles appeal to you, then simply use your token to get a £1 
discount off any book you like.  Then have fun losing yourself in a whole new adventure!  

How are you going to enjoy World Book Day this year?  Here are a few ideas for you to
try:
• Dress up as your favourite character.
• Illustrate a front cover.
• Write the blurb for a back cover.
• Write a review of your favourite book.
• Pretend you are interviewing your favourite illustrator.
• Invite an author into school.
• Rewrite the ending of a story.
• Illustrate and describe a character.
• Illustrate and describe a setting.
• Sit in a circle and take turns in adding bits to a story.  Where will your adventure 

take you?

If you are dressing up, then you could also donate £1 to Book Aid International.  They 
send much needed books to libraries in Africa.  As well as leading you into unexplored, 
imaginative new worlds, books are an important resource; helping to educate people 
around the world.  You could be supporting a life changing opportunity for a child in 
need – who knows where it could take them! 

Skimming and Scanning Challenge
The word ‘your’ appears 6 times.  Underline them all in red.   
The word ‘you’ appears 13 times.  Underline them all in blue.
The word ‘to’ appears 11 times.  Underline them all in green.
The word ‘book’ appears 10 times.  Underline them all in yellow.
The word ‘a’ appears 13 times.  Underline them all in purple.

Circle the word ‘day’ in red.  How many are there?  5
Circle the word ‘and’ in blue.  How many are there?  6
Circle the word ‘are’ in green.  How many are there?  7
Circle the word ‘books’ in yellow.  How many are there?  5
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Circle the correct answer to complete each sentence.  Use skimming and scanning 
techniques to find the evidence in the text.

If you are dressing up for World Book Day, you could also…  

For World Book Day you could…

Books can whisk you off to…

You could pretend to interview…

As well as being fun, books can also…

On World Book Day, you will be handed a…

Tokens can exchanged at…

wear trainers. wear paint face. donate £1. colour your hair.

play sport. write a review. ride a bike. bake cakes.

the shops. your home. School. new places.

an illustrator. a teacher. a child. a parent.

day off. book token. badge. sticker.

all bookshops. a furniture shop. participating 
bookshops. the butchers.

prop up a table. be fun. fill a shelf. educate people.
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